The association of multiple colonic adenomatous polyps with cancer of the colon.
We reviewed our colonoscopy data for the past 10 yr for patients with five or more polyps to determine the association of multiple adenomatous polyps and colon cancer. During that period, 3,834 patients underwent colonoscopy. Fifty-two patients with five or more polyps at the initial colonoscopy were found. In 25 patients (group I) there were at least five synchronous adenomas, and in 27 patients (group II) a combination of adenomas and hyperplastic polyps totaling five or more. The number of polyps ranged from five to 30 (median, six). There was no significant difference in the location of polyps between groups I and II. Eight of 52 patients (15%) were found to have colon cancer at the initial colonoscopy. In group I, there were six cancers (24%), five of which were in the cecum. Two of 27 patients (7%) in group II had cancer, one of which was located in the cecum. Patients with five or more adenomas at the index colonoscopy are at high risk of having colon cancer that is particularly prone to arise from the right side of the colon.